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(54) INTERPOLATING METHOD FOR COLOR IMAGE DATA 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To interpolate even the edge part of thinned-out color image data with good 
reproducibility by detecting the color edge part and employing a so-called modified linear 
interpolating method for the color edge part. 

CONSTITUTION: Such an area that there are at least two picture elements having color image 
data in an area including an interpolated picture element position is sectioned. Then the 
distribution of the deviation in light image data value among individual picture elements is 
detected and picture elements which have large deviation is removed from the area. Then color 
image data on picture element positions to be interpolated linearly are determined from color 
image data regarding picture elements in said area. Namely, an area which has large deviation of 
light image data has internally a part where a color change is large, so picture elements at the 
part are removed, so that only picture elements having color picture data suitable to linear 
interpolation are left in a nearby area. Consequently, there is a change of color image data 
between the interpolated color image data value in the area from which picture elements having 
large deviation are removed and the interpolated color image data value in its adjacent area, and 
it is considered that the interpolation is performed while the edge part is reproduced. 
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